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Joint statement on UWM

Hillel Milwaukee, the Milwaukee Jewish Federation, and ADL (the Anti-Defamation League) Midwest
issue the following statement in response to University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee (UWM) Chancellor
Mark Mone’s capitulation to encampment protesters:

University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee (UWM) Chancellor Mark Mone capitulated to protesters who
violated UWM codes of conduct and state law, vandalized university property, and used
harassment and intimidation to fuel antisemitism on campus. The agreement is among the most
offensive and dangerous of any university agreement reached with encampment protesters over
the last two weeks.

Chancellor Mone’s agreement with protesters comes after seven-plus months of him refusing to
meet with Jewish students and failing to adequately respond to antisemitic incidents on campus
since October 7. The chancellor’s statement provides no meaningful support to UWM’s Jewish
community and fails to acknowledge the fear and pain Jewish community members have endured
due to the actions of protesters during the encampment and before.

In contrast, Chancellor Mone gave protesters who fueled hate and violated school policies at UWM
a seat at the table and even invited them to nominate individuals and faculty to serve on key
university committees and working groups. The chancellor’s decision to grant immunity to
individuals who mocked and broke school rules and the law sets a dangerous precedent for future
incidents on campus. And, in another desperate attempt to appease the protesters, Chancellor
Mone appears to have used his public university position to compel a private company to submit to
demands of the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) campaign.

Chancellor Mone has been negligent in his duty to ensure all students feel and are safe on
campus. We call on the Board of Regents of the University of Wisconsin System to immediately
negate this agreement and take the aggressive steps necessary to ensure Jewish —and all -
students are able to attend UWM and all UW campuses without the threats of harassment,
intimidation and hate just because of their identity.
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