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When is Purim?

• Purim, our most fun filled holiday, 

occurs on the 14th day of Adar. 

• This year, 5773 (2012-2013), 

Purim begins sundown Saturday, 

February 24, and goes through 

Sunday evening, February 25. 



What are the 4 Mitzvot of  Purim?

• Reading מגילת אסתר, (Scroll of Esther)

• Sending food to friends - משלוח מנות

• Giving gifts to the poor - מתנות לאויונים

• Enjoying a סעודת פורים (meal). 



How Do We Celebrate Purim?

• Tell jokes

• Be silly

• Dress in costumes. 

• The entire month of Adar, and not just 

Purim itself, is a time for silliness and humor 

•  "מי שנכנס אדר מרבים בשמחה...."

"....When Adar arrives, we increase our 

happiness." (Ta'anit 29a). 



Why is Purim Important?

• Purim reminds us that even 

though there have been too 

many real-life "Hamans," in 

the end God never lets our 

enemies win. 



Megillat Esther

Chapter 9
15 So the Jews of Shushan gathered again on the fourteenth day 
of the month of Adar and [fought] in Shushan, but took none of the 
spoils.

16 And the rest of the Jews of the king's provinces gathered and 
stood up for their lives to relieve themselves of their enemies . . .

17 On the thirteenth day of the month of Adar, and they rested on 
the fourteenth day and made it a day of feasting and rejoicing.

18 And the Jews of Shushan gathered on the thirteenth and 
fourteenth [of Adar], and rested on the fifteenth and made it a day 
of feasting and rejoicing.

19 Thus Jews, those who live in unwalled cities, make the 
fourteenth day of the month of Adar a holiday, a day of feasting, 
rejoicing and sending portions of food one to another.

20 Now Mordechai recorded these events and sent letters to all the 
Jews living throughout the provinces of King Achashverosh, near 
and far

21 [instructing them] to obligate themselves to celebrate annually 
the fourteenth and fifteenth days of the month of Adar,



Shushan Purim

• When the holiday of Purim was set for the 14th of 
Adar, the rabbis decided that Shushan residents 
should celebrate Purim on the 15th of Adar—the day 
when the Jews of Shushan celebrated. 

• The 15th of Adar is known as “Shushan Purim.”

• Along with Shushan (which is located in modern-day 
southwestern Iran), all cities that were walled at the 
time when the Israelites, under the leadership of 
Joshua, entered Canaan, observe Purim on the 
15th.

• These cities include Jerusalem, Jaffa and Tiberias

• These cities observe two days of Purim.



Walled City

Purim on Adar 14-15 Un-walled City

Purim on Adar 14



Walled City

Purim on Adar 14-15 Un-walled City

Purim on Adar 14

What happens if a person from 

a walled city, happens to be in a 

non-walled city on the 

fourteenth? 

What if the Jew from non-

walled city is in a walled city 

on the fifteenth? 

When do these people 

observe Purim? 



What is important

are his plans and his location

on the morning of Adar 14. 



Walled City

Un-walled City

I’m traveling on the 

14th of Adar.  I will be 

back in Jerusalem to 

hear the Megillah on 

the 15th of Adar!

Even if his travel plans are 
changed and he is not able to 
make it to Jerusalem before the 
morning of the fourteenth, since he 
planned to be there, he is 
considered a Jerusalemite. Even if 
he were stuck in Tel Aviv on the 
fifteenth, he would celebrate his 
Purim then. 



Walled City

Un-walled City

I’ll be in Jerusalem on 

the evening of the 14th 

of Adar.  I will be back in 

Tel Aviv to hear the 

Megillah on the morning 

of 14th of Adar!

However, if on the fourteenth he 

fully intends to stay over in 

Jerusalem for Purim, then he is 

considered as a Jerusalemite. Even 

if he must leave Jerusalem on the 

day of the fourteenth and return to 

Tel Aviv, he observes his Purim 

there on the fifteenth. 



!חג פורים שמח
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