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ןה ה תָמִים זָכָר בֶׂ ם, שָנָה-שֶׂ  .תִקָחוּ, הָעִזִים-הַכְבָשִים וּמִן-מִן; יִהְיֶׂה לָכֶׂ

5 Your lamb must be without blemish, a male of the first year; you 
must take it from the sheep, or from the goats; 

תו רֶׂ ם לְמִשְמֶׂ ה, וְהָיָה לָכֶׂ ש הַזֶׂ בֵין  --יִשְרָאֵל-כֹל קְהַל עֲדַת, וְשָחֲטוּ אֹתוֹ; עַד אַרְבָעָה עָשָר יוֹם לַחֹדֶׂ
 .הָעַרְבָיִם

6 and you must keep it unto the fourteenth day of the same 
month; and the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel 
must kill it at dusk.

ר, הַבָתִים, עַל--הַמַשְקוֹף-וְעַל, שְתֵי הַמְזוּזֹת-וְנָתְנוּ עַל, הַדָם-מִן, וְלָקְחוּז  ם, יאֹכְלוּ אֹתוֹ-אֲשֶׂ  .בָהֶׂ

7 And they must take of the blood, and put it on the two side-posts 
and on the lintel, upon the houses wherein they shall eat it.

תח  ה, הַבָשָר-וְאָכְלוּ אֶׂ  .מְרֹרִים יאֹכְלֻהוּ-עַל, אֵש וּמַצּוֹת-צְלִי:בַלַיְלָה הַזֶׂ

8 And they must eat the meat in that night, roasted with fire, and 
unleavened bread; with bitter herbs they must eat it. 

נּוּ נָא-אַלט  .קִרְבוֹ-כְרָעָיו וְעַל-ראֹשוֹ עַל, אֵש-צְלִי-כִי אִם:וּבָשֵל מְבֻשָל בַמָיִם, תאֹכְלוּ מִמֶׂ

9 Eat not of it raw, nor soaked at all with water, but roast with fire; 
eat all of it.

נּוּ-וְלאֹי ר-עַד, תוֹתִירוּ מִמֶׂ נּוּ עַד; בֹקֶׂ ר-וְהַנֹּתָר מִמֶׂ  .בָאֵש תִשְרֹפוּ, בֹקֶׂ

10 And you must let nothing of it remain until the morning; but that 
which remains of it until the morning you must burn with fire.

 

שמות יב



ם חֲגֻרִים--תאֹכְלוּ אֹתוֹ, וְכָכָהיא ם, מָתְנֵיכֶׂ דְכֶׂ ם בְיֶׂ לְכֶׂ ם וּמַקֶׂ ם בְרַגְלֵיכֶׂ ם אֹתוֹ בְחִפָזוֹן; נַעֲלֵיכֶׂ , וַאֲכַלְתֶׂ
סַח הוּא לַיהוָה פֶׂ

11 And you must eat it: with your loins girded, your shoes on your feet, and your 
staff in your hand; and you must eat it in haste- it is the LORD'S passover.

ץיב . רֶׂ ה, מִצְרַיִם-וְעָבַרְתִי בְאֶׂ ץ מִצְרַיִם-וְהִכֵיתִי כָל, בַלַיְלָה הַזֶׂ רֶׂ -וּבְכָל; בְהֵמָה-מֵאָדָם וְעַד, בְכוֹר בְאֶׂ
ה שְפָטִים עֱשֶׂ  .אֲנִי יְהוָה, אֱלֹהֵי מִצְרַיִם אֶׂ

12 For I will go through the land of Egypt in that night, and will smite all the first-
born in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of 
Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the LORD.

ם לְאֹתיג  ם שָם, וְהָיָה הַדָם לָכֶׂ ר אַתֶׂ ת, עַל הַבָתִים אֲשֶׂ ם, הַדָם-וְרָאִיתִי אֶׂ יִהְיֶׂה  -וְלאֹ; וּפָסַחְתִי עֲלֵכֶׂ
ף לְמַשְחִית גֶׂ ם נֶׂ ץ מִצְרָיִם, בָכֶׂ רֶׂ  .בְהַכֹתִי בְאֶׂ

13 And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses where you are; 
and when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and there will be no plague 
on you to destroy you, when I smite the land of Egypt.

ם לְזִכָרוֹןיד  ה לָכֶׂ ם אֹתוֹ חַג לַיהוָה, וְהָיָה הַיּוֹם הַזֶׂ  .חֻקַת עוֹלָם תְחָגֻהוּ, לְדֹרֹתֵיכֶׂם:וְחַגֹתֶׂ

14 And this day will be unto you for a memorial, and you must keep it a feast to 
the LORD; throughout your generations you must keepit a feast by an 
ordinance for ever.

ם, אַךְ בַיּוֹם הָרִאשוֹן--מַצּוֹת תאֹכֵלוּ, שִבְעַת יָמִיםטו  , אֹכֵל חָמֵץ-כִי כָל:תַשְבִיתוּ שְאֹר מִבָתֵיכֶׂ
ש הַהִוא מִיִּשְרָאֵל פֶׂ  .יוֹם הַשְבִעִי-עַד, מִיּוֹם הָרִאשֹן--וְנִכְרְתָה הַנֶּׂ

15 Seven days you must eat unleavened bread; but the first day you must put 
away leaven out of your houses; for whosoever eats leavened bread from 
the first day until the seventh day, that soul shall be cut off from Israel.



ש-מִקְרָא, וּבַיּוֹם הָרִאשוֹןטז ם-מִקְרָא, וּבַיּוֹם הַשְבִיעִי, קֹדֶׂ ש יִהְיֶׂה לָכֶׂ ה  -לאֹ, מְלָאכָה-כָל:קֹדֶׂ יֵעָשֶׂ
ם ר יֵאָכֵל לְכָל--בָהֶׂ ש-אַךְ אֲשֶׂ פֶׂ ם, נֶׂ ה לָכֶׂ  .הוּא לְבַדוֹ יֵעָשֶׂ

16 And in the first day there you will have a holy day, and in the seventh day a 
holy day; no manner of work can be done in them, save that which every 
man must eat, that only may be done by you.

םיז  ת, וּשְמַרְתֶׂ ה, הַמַצּוֹת-אֶׂ ם הַיּוֹם הַזֶׂ צֶׂ ת, כִי בְעֶׂ ץ מִצְרָיִם-הוֹצֵאתִי אֶׂ רֶׂ ם מֵאֶׂ ם ; צִבְאוֹתֵיכֶׂ וּשְמַרְתֶׂ
ת ה-אֶׂ ם, הַיּוֹם הַזֶׂ חֻקַת עוֹלָם--לְדֹרֹתֵיכֶׂ . 

17 And you must observe the feast of unleavened bread; for in this same day 
have I brought your hosts out of the land of Egypt; therefore you must 
observe this day throughout your generations by an ordinance forever.

שיח  ב, בָרִאשֹן בְאַרְבָעָה עָשָר יוֹם לַחֹדֶׂ רֶׂ שְרִים:מַצֹּת, תאֹכְלוּ, בָעֶׂ חָד וְעֶׂ ש, עַד יוֹם הָאֶׂ ב--לַחֹדֶׂ בָעָרֶׂ . 

18 In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month in the evening, you 
must eat unleavened bread, until the twenty-first day of the month in the 
evening.

ת-כִי כָל:לאֹ יִמָצֵא בְבָתֵיכֶׂם, שְאֹר--שִבְעַת יָמִיםיט  צֶׂ ש הַהִוא מֵעֲדַת  , אֹכֵל מַחְמֶׂ פֶׂ וְנִכְרְתָה הַנֶּׂ
ץ, בַגֵר--יִשְרָאֵל זְרַח הָאָרֶׂ  .וּבְאֶׂ

19 Seven days there must be no leaven found in your houses; for whoever 
eats that which is leavened, that soul will be cut off from the congregation 
of Israel, whether he be a traveler, or one that is born in the land.

ת-כָלכ  צֶׂ .מַצּוֹת, תאֹכְלוּ, מוֹשְבֹתֵיכֶׂם, בְכֹל; לאֹ תאֹכֵלוּ, מַחְמֶׂ
20 You must eat nothing leavened; in all your dwellings you must eat 

unleavened bread.' 



ם-כִי, וְהָיָהכו ם בְנֵיכֶׂ ם, מָה הָעֲבֹדָה הַזאֹת:יאֹמְרוּ אֲלֵיכֶׂ  .לָכֶׂ

26 And it comes to pass, when your children ask 

you: What mean you by this service?

בַחכז  ם זֶׂ סַח הוּא לַיהוָה-וַאֲמַרְתֶׂ ר פָסַח עַל, פֶׂ יִשְרָאֵל  -בָתֵי בְנֵי-אֲשֶׂ
ת, בְמִצְרַיִם ת, מִצְרַיִם-בְנָגְפוֹ אֶׂ , וַיִּקֹד הָעָם; בָתֵינוּ הִצִּיל-וְאֶׂ
 .וַיִּשְתַחֲווּ

27 that you will say: It is the sacrifice of the LORD'S 

passover, for that He passed over the houses of 

the children of Israel in Egypt, when He smote the 

Egyptians, and delivered our houses.' And the 

people bowed the head and worshipped.



•The Passover Haggadah is based on the Passover Seder as 

outlined in Pesachim 10 of the Talmud. 

•This Passover Seder is a description of the Seder conducted in 

Bnai Berak during the time of the Roman occupation of Israel 

where Rabbi Eliezer, Rabbi Yehoshua, Rabbi Elazar Ben 

Azaryah, Rabbi Akiva and Rabbi Tarfon were reclining and 

discussing the Exodus from Egypt. 

•The order of this Seder was a Rabbinic version of 1st-century 

C.E. Greco-Roman ritualized meals called "Symposia". 

•The original Rabbinic version of the Seder began with serving 

and eating the meal, followed by spontaneous questions among 

the Seder participants to prompt discussion, a Midrashic 

recounting of the Exodus from Egypt told in Exodus 13:8, and 

finally, a recitation of the ten plagues. 

1ST CENTURY C.E.



• By 200 C.E., the Seder meal was postponed until 
after the liturgy was recited and set questions ( "Ma 
Nishtanah“) replaced the spontaneous questions. 

• The narrative to the Seder meal - the Haggadah – 
(telling) and refers to telling the story of the Exodus 
from Egypt as told in Exodus 13:8 which 
accompanies the ritual meal called the Seder (order).

• Hallel was also included in the Haggadah from this 
time onward. 

• Over time, the Haggadah - grew larger and more 
varied, reflecting different rabbinical streams of 
thought and cultural influences in the Jewish religion. 

2ND CENTURY C.E.



•Interestingly, the wording of the 4th Question was not the 
original wording of the question.

•The original wording of the 4th Question was: "On all other 
nights we eat meat which has been roasted, stewed, or 
boiled, but on this night we eat only roasted meat." 

•This "meat" was in reference to the traditional sacrificing of a 
lamb for Pesach/Passover in the Temple in Jerusalem in 
biblical times. 

•However, when the Second Temple in Jerusalem was 
destroyed by the Romans in 70 C.E., the sacrificial system 
was abandoned, and the 4th Question was replaced by a 
new 4th Question about reclining at Passover. 

•Why was a question about reclining substituted? Simply 
because reclining at that time was done by those who had 
the time to recline, namely those who were wealthy and/or 
had political power, such as a king. 

•As a result, reclining also came to symbolize freedom, as in 
the freedom to recline because one had wealth and/or 
political power. 



•Amoraim, added "He shall begin with the 

disgrace and shall end with praise“

•Rab remarks, "He shall begin with the 

words, 'In the beginning our forefathers 

served idols”

• Samuel says, "We were slaves of Pharaoh 

in Egypt”

3RD CENTURY C.E.



• In post-Talmudic times, during the era of the Geonim, 
selections from midrashim were added

• Most likely Rab Amram was the originator of the 
present collection, as he was the redactor of the daily 
liturgy. 

• Of these midrashim one of the most important is that 
of the four sons, representing four different attitudes 
toward religion: the wise (or studious), the wicked (or 
skeptical), the simple (or indifferent), and the ignorant 
(who is too unintelligent to ask for enlightenment). 

• The Passover Haggadah was first mentioned in 

manuscripts starting in the 9th century C.E. 

9TH CENTURY C.E.



• Although the Passover Haggadah was assembled 

in Talmudic times, its content continued to be 

fluid. 

• It was only in the period of the great rabbis (or 

"Geonim" in Hebrew) who studied in the Sura and 

Pumbedita academies in Babylonia in 10th 

century C.E., that a stable form of the Passover 

Haggadah text was established. 

• The earliest completed Passover Haggadah text 

appeared in the prayer book of Saadiah Gaon of 

the Sura academy in Babylonia in the 10th 

century C.E. 

10TH CENTURIES C.E.



• The first Haggadah appears as a separate 

volume/book

• Earlier versions of the Haggadah were 

appended to the Siddur, or Jewish prayer 

book. 

13TH CENTURY C.E.



•The earliest illuminated Haggadah manuscript 
for Ashkenazi Jews is created. 

•The Bird's Head Haggadah, so called because 
many of the persons depicted in the manuscript 
have the head of a bird, while other persons 
have the head of another animal, likely because 
of the belief not to show human heads, as that 
would have constituted displaying graven 
images alongside sacred text, forbidden in 
Judaism as stated in the Second 
Commandment of the Ten Commandments in 
the Torah of the Hebrew Bible. 

•The angels in this Haggadah are shown with 
blank faces. 

•The Bird's Head Haggadah is the first 
Haggadah that introduced the baking of matzot 
(matzos) into the story of the Exodus from 
Egypt. 

•The Bird's Head Haggadah is housed in the 
Israel Museum in Jerusalem, Israel. 

http://www.judaism.com/gif-bk/33956a.gif

1300 C.E.



• The earliest illuminated 

Haggadah manuscript for 

Sephardi Jews is created.

• The Golden Haggadah was 

created in or near Barcelona, 

Spain. 

• It is a magnificent and opulent 

Haggadah that was likely created 

for a wealthy Jewish family. 

http://cojs.org/cojswiki/images/thumb/2/25/Golden_Haggadah.jpg/300px-Golden_Haggadah.jpg

1320 C.E.



• The best known illuminated 
Haggadah manuscript written in 
Hebrew is the Sarajevo Haggadah, 
a brilliantly illuminated Haggadah 
that was likely commissioned as a 
wedding gift to a young Jewish 
couple in Barcelona, Spain. 

• After miraculously surviving 
centuries of expulsion, oppression, 
genocide, and two modern wars, it 
is now housed in the National 
Museum of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina in Sarajevo, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina. 

http://apps.carleton.edu/reason_package/reason_4.0/www/images/311853.jpg

1350 C.E.



• The first printed Haggadah to 
contain the popular Passover song 
known as "Chad Gadya", as well 
as the Passover song "Echad Mi 
Yodea" appeared in Prague. 

• "Chad Gadya" is distinguished by 
being the only Passover song that 
is written in Aramaic. 

• It was originally written in Judeo-
German and then it was translated 
into Aramaic for the Prague 
Haggadah. 

http://www.rarebookreview.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/04/prague_haggadah_02_thb.jpg

1590 C.E.



• The first Haggadah printed in the 
United States of America was by 
Solomon Henry Jackson, an immigrant 
from England. 

• Its title was: "Service for the Two First 
Nights of the Passover in English and 
Hebrew, First American Edition". 

• It was printed in New York City and it 
was a gift from Mr. and Mrs. Liener 
Temerlin. 

• It is currently housed in the Rosenbach 
Museum and Library in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.pbs.org/wnet/religionandethics/week803/pics/p_gallery_lg6.jpg&imgrefurl=http://w

ww.pbs.org/wnet/religionandethics/week803/gallery6.html&usg=__xzxcQ3ie-

r8uXEzmbQRW6F1y0wc=&h=265&w=184&sz=12&hl=en&start=1&sig2=DsJ_0Wu5XcqZqTQ1bol6SA&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=agShupfX

kEfNLM:&tbnh=112&tbnw=78&prev=/images%3Fq%3D1837%2Bamerican%2Bhaggadah%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26safe%3Dacti

ve%26tbs%3Disch:1&ei=jeifS4yLIJrmMKCt3KgL

1837 C.E.



• The story begins with Jewish people of Ashkenazi 
descent following a traditional custom not to drink 
coffee during the Passover festival on the mistaken 
belief that the coffee bean was an actual bean that 
therefore fell into the category of legumes. 

• In 1923 C.E., Joseph Jacobs, an advertising 
genius of New York City, consulted an Orthodox 
rabbi, Rabbi Hersch Kohn, to determine if the 
Maxwell House coffee bean was, in a technical 
sense, more similar to a berry - a fruit - than a 
bean and therefore, kosher for Passover, meaning 
it would be permitted by the Orthodox rabbi to be 
consumed during Passover. 

• After the Orthodox rabbi issued his approval and 
certification that the Maxwell House coffee bean 
was in fact, kosher for Passover, General Foods, 
with the help of the Joseph Jacobs Advertising 
Agency, started to market Maxwell House coffee 
for Passover to Jews in New York City in 1923 C.E. 

• Sales of Maxwell House coffee during Passover 
among the Jewish population rose dramatically. 

http://www.tiferethisrael.com/files/MaxwellHouseHaggadah.jpg

1923 C.E.



• The success of this strategy led Joseph Jacobs to reinforce the kosher-
for-Passover message by developing a Haggadah for Maxwell House 

• While marketing Maxwell House coffee as kosher-for-Passover to the 
Jewish population of New York City, the Haggadah was to be printed 
and then distributed for free to supermarkets across the United States.

• Free copies of the Maxwell House Haggadah were being offered with 
the purchase of any Maxwell House coffee product, in a clever and 
successful effort to become a household name among American Jewry. 

• Orthodox rabbis were again consulted to ensure the accuracy of the 
Haggadah. 

• Since the Maxwell House Haggadah, noted for its simplicity, was given 
away at no cost, it became one of the most popular Haggadotnot only 
among American Jewry, but also among Canadian-Jewry. 

• In fact, the Joseph Jacobs Advertising Agency still produces the 
Maxwell House Haggadah as of this writing in 2008 and as such, it is 
now the longest running sales promotion in advertising history, with over 
50 million Maxwell House Haggadothaving been printed, making it the 
most widely used Haggadah in the world, and the most widely circulated 
Judaica item in the world. 

• The result of this advertising campaign was that Maxwell House coffee 
became the preferred coffee in Jewish households. In the mid-1960's, 
the Haggadah used a more modern English-language translation

• In 1997, the color scheme, traditionally a blue color, was changed to a 
multicolor scheme. 

• Today (2008 as of this writing), Maxwell House is owned by Kraft Foods. 

http://www.jasonmichaels.com/objects/images/haggadah.jpg

1934 C.E.
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