STRUCTURE AND ORGANIZATION OF T’NACH AND TORAH

by Joshua Chorowsky

The Bible, or T’nach (H) in Hebrew, is divided into three major parts. T’nach (H) is an abbreviation of these three parts:

Torah
(H)
The Five Books of Moses

Prophets
(H)
Divided into two subdivisions of: (a) Early Prophets, and (b) Late Prophets

Writings
(H)
A collection of poetry, wisdom, literature and historical works.

Torah (H) is the Hebrew name used for the Five Books of Moses; it means instruction or teaching. Another Hebrew name for the Five Books of Moses is Chumash (H), a derivative of (H), number “five.” The Hebrew names of the Five Books of Moses are:

1. Be’reshit (H) (Genesis) – begins with Creation and continues with the lives of the Patriarchs and Matriarchs: Avraham, Yitzhak, Ya’akov, Sara, Rivka, Rachel and Leah. The stories of Yosef and his brothers conclude with Yosef’s death.

2. She’mot (H) (Exodus) – contains the story of the enslavement in Egypt and the Exodus to freedom as preparation for entry into the Promised Land; the giving and receiving of the Ten Commandments at Mt. Sinai and some Covenant laws.

3. Va’hikra (H) (Leviticus) – primarily deals with the duties and laws pertaining to the priests, sacrificial rites and purity.

4. Ba’midbar (H) (Numbers) – describes the census of the Israelites and their wanderings in the Sinai Desert for forty years.

5. D’varim (H) (Deuteronomy) – translation is a derivative from the Greek which means “second law.” The fifth book contains Moses’ address to the people as they are about to cross the Jordan and enter the Land of Canaan. Additional Covenant laws are given, designed to build a humane and just society in the Promised Land.

The Hebrew name of each of the Five Books of Moses is derived from the first sentence of the first chapter of the book, or the first word in the sentence:

Verse
Name
Book

Hebrew
Hebrew

In the beginning God created…
(In the beginning)
1

Hebrew
Hebrew

These are the name of the 
(names)
2

Sons of Israel…

Hebrew
Hebrew

God called Moses…
(God called)
3

Hebrew
Hebrew

The Lord spoke to Moses in
(in the wilderness)
4

the wilderness of Sinai…

Hebrew

These are the words Moses
(words)
5

addressed (to all Israel)…

In addition to the Five Books in the Torah, there are 34 books in Nevi’im (Prophets) and Ke’tubim (writings). They are:

Nevi’im (Prophets) (H)

Joshua
Kings I
Ezekiel
Obadiah
Habakkuk

Judges
Kings II
Hosea
Jonah
Zephaniah

Samuel I
Isaiah
Joel
Micah
Haggai

Samuel II
Jeremiah
Amos
Nahum
Zechariah





Malachi

Ke’tuvim (Writings) (H)

Psalms
Ruth
Esther
Nehemiah

Proverbs
Lamentations
Daniel
Chronicles I

Job
Eccliesiastes
Ezra
Chronicles II

Song of Songs

