Chapter XXXIX*
LECH LECHA

1. Now the Lord said unto Abram: Get thee out of thy country, etc. (XII, I). R. Isaac commenced his discourse with, Hearken, O daughter, and consider, and incline thine ear; forget also thine own people, and thy father’s house (Ps. XLV, II). Said R. Isaac: This may be compared to a man who was traveling from place to place when he saw a building in flames.
 Is it possible that the building lacks a person to look after it? he wondered. The owner of the building looked out and said, ‘I am the owner of the building.’ Similarly, because Abraham, our father, said, ‘Is it conceivable that the world is without a guide?’ the Holy One, blessed be He, looked out and said to him, ‘I am the Guide, the Sovereign of the Universe.’ So shall the king desire thy beauty (ib. 12): i.e. to make thee glorious in the world. For he is thy Lord, and do homage unto him (ib.): hence, THE LORD SAID UNTO ABRAHAM: GET THEE, etc.

2. R. Berekiah commenced: Thine ointments have a goodly fragrance (S.S. I, 3). Said R. Berekiah: What did Abraham resemble? A phial of myrrh closed with a tight-fitting lid and lying in a corner, so that its fragrance was not disseminated; as soon as it was taken up, however, its fragrance was disseminated. Similarly, the Holy One, blessed be He, said to Abraham: ‘Travel from place to place, and thy name will become great in the world’: hence, GET THEE, etc.

3. R. Berekiah commenced: We have a little sister – ahoth (ib. VIII, 8): this refers to Abraham, who united (ihah) the whole world for us.
 Bar Kappara observed: 
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� Similarly, Abraham saw the world being destroyed by the flames of vice and wrongdoing.


� By proclaiming the unity and oneness of God, the corollary of which is the unity and brotherhood of man. This and the following are assumed to be said by God to the angels (Th.).





