Elijah: the Great Test
For the Primary Level

Adapted by Sherry Glassman
Once there was a Jewish king named Ahab (1).  He did lots of things that G-d didn’t like. One of these things was marrying a wicked queen, named Jezebel (2). She worshiped idols, instead of G-d. Her favorite idol was Baal (3). Ahab built a big Temple (4) for Baal so that everyone would come and pray to it. This made Jezebel very happy.

Some of the Jewish people (5,6) came to pray to Baal at the Temple. They thought they could pray to Baal and G-d at the same time. The Jewish prophet said, “STOP! Jews must only pray to G-d.” (7) Prophets are G-d’s messengers and tell people what is right and wrong. One of the prophets was Elijah (8). He decided to prove to the people who the real G-d was.

Elijah gathered all the people together. The Jewish people stood on one side and the priests of Baal stood on the other side. Elijah stood between the two groups. He told the priests to build an altar (9).  Then they put sticks (10) on the altar. And on top of the sticks they put a bull (11). Elijah did the same thing. He build an altar (12), he put sticks (13) on it and placed a bull (14) on top.

Then Elijah told everyone that there would be a test between G-d and Baal to see who would bring fire to burn the bull.

The priests of Baal prayed and prayed to their idol but nothing happened. Then Elijah prayed to G-d. And all of a sudden, fire (15,16,17) came down from the heavens and burned Elijah’s bull, the sticks and the altar.

The people now knew who the real G-d was, and they said, “Shema Yisrael (18), Adonai Elohenu (19) Adonai Echad (20) – Hear, Oh Israel the Lord is our G-d, the Lord is One.”

Follow-Up Activities

Tell the story, using the magnetic aids (see patterns) as they appear. Upon completion of the story, distribute the 20 visual aids to the children, one per child. Have the child come up with his/her prop as you retell the story. Repeat with redistribution of props for e-enforcement. If possible, leave this story and the aids out for the children to manipulate in their free time.
