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	Once there was a Jewish king named Ahab. He did lots of things that G-d didn’t like. One of these things was marrying Jezebel. She worshipped idols. Her favorite was Baal. “Husband” she said one day, “build me a Temple to worship Baal.” And so Ahab built the Temple of Baal to please his queen.
Many Jews thought they could pray to G-d and Baal. But the prophets said, “STOP! Do not go up to the Temple of Baal. Pray only to G-d.” A prophet is a messenger of G-d. He is a man of truth, who tells people things they do not always want to hear.
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	Queen Jezebel became very angry with the prophets and put an order out to have them killed. Several managed to escape. One of these was Elijah, the prophet of hope, who lived in Gilead, across the Jordan River. His hair was long, and he wore a rough sheepskin cloak. He wouldn’t keep silent, even though most of the prophets had been killed already.

Elijah told Ahab, “As the Lord lives there shall be no rain nor dew in the land until I give the word.” Then he disappeared mysteriously.

Elijah went to live in a cave where no one could find him. The Lord commanded ravens to fly down morning and evening to feed him.
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	Three years passed, and the land became dryer and dryer and dryer. Ahab and his servant went out to look for some grass to keep the animals alive. Suddenly, Elijah appeared before the servant and asked to speak to the King.

Ahab blamed Elijah for the terrible drought and ordered him to end it immediately. Elijah answered, “I have not brought this trouble upon the land of Israel. You are responsible for these terrible times, for you have turned away from the commandments of G-d and gone over to Baal.”
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	Then the priests of Baal prayed to Baal to bring down fire. They prayed and prayed and cried out and prayed again. Nothing happened. Elijah talked to the men of Israel. He told them to wet the altar, the sticks, and the bull. Elijah ordered them to keep pouring water until they filled the huge moat surrounding the offering. Then he prayed to G-d. And the fire came down from heaven and burnt up the offering, and licked up all the water!
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	Then Elijah and his servant went up the mountain. Elijah sent the boy to the sea, and he stayed on the mountain and prayed. He prayed on behalf of all the people of Israel, who now believed in G-d. The servant came back and reported that he had seen nothing at the sea. Elijah sent him back seven times and kept praying all the while. The seventh time, the boy excitedly declared that he had seen a small cloud rising out of the sea. Elijah and the servant ran down the mountain as the rains came down.


